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What’s InsideWildcats stride towards GNAC championships
By Austin Lane
Staff Reporter
For CWU Track and Field athletes 
that don’t qualify for the NCAA Nation-
al Championships, the Greater North-
west Athletic Conference (GNAC) Out-
door Championships is their fi nal shot 
at glory for the season.
Outdoor Championships will be May 
11 and 12 in Monmouth, Oregon, and will 
be the fi nal track and fi eld meet between 
GNAC teams this year. 
The event is scored separately for the 
Men’s and Women’s side. Earlier this sea-
son, in the GNAC Indoor Championships, 
the CWU Men’s team fi nished sixth out of  
10 schools and the Women’s team tied for 
fi rst place with Seattle Pacifi c University.
At last year’s GNAC Outdoor Cham-
pionships, the CWU Men’s team fi nished 
sixth in the conference and the CWU Wom-
en’s team fi nished third in the conference.
After becoming co-champions ear-
lier this season, the CWU Women’s 
team is looking to achieve it’s fi rst ever 
back-to-back GNAC Championship 
fi rst-place fi nish. 
“This is what it all comes down to,” assis-
tant coach Bryan Mack said. “I always tell 
them ‘the magic happens in May.’”
Mack, or “B-Mack,” as some athletes 
call him, touched on why the Outdoor 
Championship is an important fi nal 
event for some athletes on the Track 
and Field team.
“90 percent of  the team won’t make it to 
the national championship, so this is their 
biggest meet,” Mack said. “Depending on 
the person [and] their level, this may be 
their national championship.”
After the GNAC Outdoor Champi-
onships is the NCAA Division II Na-
tional Championships. This event is 
more individual-based, while GNAC 
events, such as the Outdoor Champi-
onships, are team-based.
THE
By Sarah Hoot
For the Observer
The Information Tech-
nology and Administrative 
Management (ITAM) depart-
ment is now being housed in 
Hebeler Hall after mold was 
discovered within the ITAM 
offi  ce suite. Professors and 
staff  within the department 
allegedly have been aware of  
the issues and sending com-
plaints for the last 18 months. 
Shane Scott, the interim 
assistant vice president of  
campus planning and facili-
ties management, stated that 
facilities has “put [their] foot 
on the gas pedal,” and that as 
soon as the issue hit his radar 
he dispatched his crews to be-
gin what repairs they could. 
After receiving a complaint 
on Feb. 28, James Hudson, 
an industrial hygienist with 
the department of  
environmental health 
and safety, hired NVL 
Labs to conduct an 
investigation of  Shaw 
Smyser. The fi nal re-
port was submitted on 
March 26 and detailed 
the mold issues within 
the building. 
The report stated 
that there was an elevated lev-
el of  Aspergillus-Penucillium 
and Stachybotrys—diff erent 
types of  black mold—spores 
within Shaw Smyser room 
234. It also stated that the 
mold may have been caused 
from excessive moisture in 
the walls and other building 
materials. 
According to a memo sent 
from Director of  Facilities Ed 
Castaneda to Scott regarding 
the fi ndings of  the report, af-
ter receiving the results, facil-
ities went and did their own 
inspections of  diff erent parts 
of  the building. 
“Using an aerial lift, crews in-
spected the building gutters and 
roof  drains on the north side of  
the building,” the memo said. 
“The lining and caulk in the 
gutter had deteriorated thus 
allowing water to fl ow out of  
the gutters and penetrate the 
building.”
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“[I] never had allergy issues in my life. But now, after we were [told all of the issues in 
the building], we know that 
was the cause. 
-Martin Bagaya, ITAM Professor
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CWUPD continues restructuring
Corporal Bayne and Officer St. John promoted
By Miles King
News Editor
Starting May 1, two CWU Po-
lice Department employees will 
begin new positions. Corporal 
Andy Bayne and Officer Jeff St. 
John will both become sergeants.
Bayne, a CWU graduate with a 
law and justice degree and played 
baseball for the university, has 
been with the department since 
2006. Baynes has been in his po-
sition as corporal for six and half  
years and previously worked at 
Kittitas County Corrections.
St. John started at the depart-
ment on Sept. 11, 2001 and has 
split time at CWU and the Army 
Reserve. He has served a few tours 
and spent a nearly five months in 
the Middle East in 2004. St. John 
just returned from a deployment 
with the Navy Reserve, who he 
currently is listed with.
The promotions are part of  
a department-wide restructur-
ing. Lieutenant McPherson, 
Assistant Chief  Eric Twaites 
and Chief  Jason Berthon-Koch 
started their positions recently, 
according to McPherson. Other 
than adding 
another offi-
cer later who 
is currently in 
training, the 
promot ions 
of  Bayne 
and St. John 
will be the 
final step in 
restructuring 
the department.
“I think this structure is going 
to be functional going forward,” 
McPherson said. “The work-
load is appropriately and evenly 
distributed [for everybody].”
Under the previous depart-
ment structure, all officers would 
report to the assistant chief, ac-
cording to McPherson. Under 
the new structure, Bayne and 
St. John will supervise squads of  
four or five, one squad will work 
weekdays and the other week-
ends. This will allow for Twaites 
to handle more administrative 
tasks in the department. 
“He can focus on more of  the 
running of  the organization, all 
the different needs, requests and 
projects,” McPherson said.
McPherson believes the ex-
perience of  both St. John and 
Bayne has prepared them for 
their new roles. St. John has 
extensive leadership experience 
in the Army and Navy Reserves 
and Bayne has the knowledge 
of  procedures and law, accord-
ing to McPherson.
“We all 
kind of  been 
through our 
paces here,” 
Bayne said. 
“Being a cor-
poral for six 
years allowed 
me to get a 
lot of  the re-
ports, a lot of  the query… un-
derstanding that part.”
Both Bayne and St. John are 
confident that the new struc-
ture can carry out the mission 
of  the department. According to 
McPherson, the mission will not 
change and the new structure will 
be more than ideal going forward.
“I think our message will re-
main consistent,” St. John said. 
“We won’t shirk our duties just 
because we have a different role.“
According the McPherson 
and Bayne, the department’s 
involvement in the campus 
community is important for 
them, and a rarity in the law 
enforcement sector.
“We want you to know that 
we’re not robots driving around 
in a car,” McPherson said. 
“We’re invested in the commu-
nity, we want this community to 
grow and flourish.”
According to McPherson, tak-
ing time on-duty to hangout with 
students would be frowned upon 
at any other city or county law en-
forcement agency. The chief  en-
courages the force to engage with 
the community in a positive way.
“We want people to see that 
we are people too,” Bayne said. 
“We actually have families that 
are involved in the community.”
Going into his new position, 
Bayne believes his transition 
will be smooth due to the famil-
iarity with the department. His 
biggest challenge will be keep-
ing a level head.
“I get really excited about 
stuff, then I get bummed out 
about stuff,” Bayne said. “Its me 
just finding that happy medium.”
For St. John, his biggest chal-
lenges though will be the return 
to normal life as an officer after 
a recent assignment stateside for 
the Navy. According to St. John, 
military communication is very 
direct and returning to normal 
life, he must soften his approach, 
which can be difficult.
“You know where you stand 
with me… I’ve always been 
that way,” St. John said. “Some-
times it’s been beneficial; some-
times not so much.”
Andy Bayne (left) and Jeff St. John (right) have worked at the campus police depart-
ment for a combined 28 years. They both begin new roles as sergeants on May 1.
Xander Fu/The Observer
What do you do to de-stress?
When I get really stressed I like 
to take long showers and clear my 
head. I don’t bring my phone with 
me into the bathroom so it’s a great 
time for me to go off the radar and 
collect my thoughts. - Natalie
There’s nothing like a pip-
ing-hot cup of  tea - especial-
ly when the stress levels are 
through the roof  because of  as-
signments that I had been pro-
crastinating on. - Eric
Ask the editors
What is your favorite state 
you’ve visited?
I loved visiting Hawaii, but 
I think Oregon has been my 
favorite state because there’s 
mountains, beaches and plenty 
of  places to hike and be out-
doors. - Natalie
Aside from our great state of  
Washington, I’d have to say that 
my favorite state to visit is Ore-
gon. Oregon isn’t just Portland, 
it’s beautiful countryside, great 
beers, great coffees and pristine 
oceanside beaches. - Eric
What’s your favorite part 
of your job?
When I was reporting more 
often, I loved getting to meet new 
people and talking to them for sto-
ries. As an editor, I like seeing new 
reporters come in and learn how 
to report and watching how much 
better their articles become at the 
end of  the quarter. - Natalie
My favorite part about re-
porting is learning the story and 
letting the better part of  my curi-
osity guide my conversation with 
my source. You get to learn about 
some pretty interesting topics and 
subjects as well, everything from 
aviation to anthropology. - Eric
What’s your favorite story 
that you’ve written?
I enjoyed covering live games 
last year, but my favorite story was 
one that I wrote back in Decem-
ber for the Daily Record about 
“Shop with a Cop.” It was so 
great to see the community pitch 
in to give the kids a good Christ-
mas and watching them shop for 
their families before even thinking 
about themselves. - Natalie
Last quarter, I enjoyed speak-
ing with members from the 
Central Paranormal Investiga-
tors about how they go about 
investigating the paranormal. 
Speaking with Richard Flynn, the 
co-founder, and his team of  inves-
tigators was a real treat; they had 
many captivating and interesting 
stories to tell. - Eric
What’s your dream job?
I’d like to work in media 
relations for the Vegas Gold-
en Knights. I would be happy 
working for any hockey team, 
but it would be really cool to 
grow with a team from the be-
ginning and watch history be-
ing made. - Natalie
At my ideal job I’m a reporter 
for a daily-newspaper. Seeing as 
how we do live in a time of  de-
clining newspaper jobs, I’d love to 
focus my journalistic abilities on an 
online publication. As long as I’m 
working amongst a team of  talent-
ed, passionate journalists I’ll be a 
happy camper. - Eric
”
“We’re invested in the community, we want this community to grow and flourish. 
-Marc McPherson, CWUPD Lieutenant
A faculty member within the 
department who chose not to 
be named stated that there have 
been several faculty and staff 
members who reported health 
problems. In their experience, 
the source has had to wear a 
mask when going into their of-
fice in Shaw Smyser, has had a 
loss of  visual contrast--perceiv-
ing differences in objects--and 
extreme fatigue. Another staff 
member was reported to have 
fainted in their office and was 
taken to the hospital. 
“[I] never had allergy issues in 
my life,” Dr. Martin Bagaya, an 
ITAM assistant professor, said. 
“But now, after we were [told all 
of  the issues in that building], we 
know that was the cause.”
Scott stated the move into 
Hebeler Hall was voluntary and 
not brought on by facilities. 
“The air quality is much bet-
ter over here,” said ITAM de-
partment secretary Libby Gib-
son referring to the new office 
in Hebeler.
Even though the move is for 
the health and safety of  the 
people within the ITAM depart-
ment, the move was not without 
its challenges. Many professors 
are being housed in an overflow 
office space instead of  their own 
personal offices and some are 
even sharing a single cubicle.
The incoming professors and 
staff have also had to face a sort 
of  technology downgrade. Ac-
cording to Dr. Susan Rivera, 
an ITAM lecturer, the phone 
network was never set up in 
the overflow office space. This 
means that the professors who 
are used to being able to use 
phones for work have experi-
enced some loss in communica-
tion with students. 
“I miss my phone,” Bagaya said. 
Moving from Shaw Smyser to 
Hebeler has also affected the re-
lationship between students and 
professors. Gibson stated that 
since ITAM students still have 
classes in Shaw Smyser, there 
has been less traffic in the office, 
which she misses. 
“You can’t just knock on the 
door or go into the office,” Lwin 
Htet, a junior ITAM major, said. 
The entire ITAM department 
is set to move into Samuelson on 
July 18, after the contractors finish 
their tests and give the building to 
the school to use. Currently, people 
within the ITAM department are 
working with Scott and other facil-
ities’ staff to set up weekly meetings 
to discuss the ongoing complaints 
and issues in Shaw Smyser.
“We all know [the move into 
Hebeler is] not anything perma-
nent,” Gibson said. “So, every-
one’s got a really good outlook 
on it.” 
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ITAM temporarily moved due to health concerns
The north side of  Shaw Smyser. The hall is currently under inspection for health concerns regarding mold.
Xander Fu/The Observer
“ITAM” from page 1 
Families enjoy books and snacks at literacy night
By Jack Belcher
Senior News Reporter
The f i r s t  Family  Li teracy Night  of  
Spring Quarter  was  on May 1 with 
roughly  20 chi ldren and parents  in  at -
tendance.  This  event  has  been a part 
of  CWU for  c lose  to  11 years  and has 
g iven away around 1,300 books  to  chi l -
dren,  according to  Associate  Professor 
Dr.  Sharryn Walker  f rom the educat ion, 
development ,  teaching and lear ning de-
partment  at  CWU.
There are  three l i teracy nights  each 
quarter,  wi th the second and third event 
on May 10 and 15.  The event  i s  an op-
portuni ty  for  CWU 
teacher  candidates  to 
pract ice  their  sk i l l s 
in  a  pract ica l  expe-
r ience as  part  of  the 
Teaching Chi ldren’s 
Li terature c lass 
(EDLT 321)  that  i s 
taught  by Walker.
According to  Walk-
er,  th i s  program pro-
vides  the communi-
ty  an exper ience for 
chi ldren and their  fami l ies  to  at tend a 
f ree  event  where they can enjoy books 
and snacks,  which are a l so  provided. 
This  event  le t s  s tudents  pract ice  their 
teaching sk i l l s  by providing them with a 
pract ica l  way to  apply  what  they have 
lear ned in the c lassroom.
 “They [ the k ids]  usual ly  want  their 
snack f i r s t ,  so  they go and grab their 
snack,  then they go to  a  reader  and they 
s i t  there with them and l i s ten to  the s to-
r ies  that  are  to ld,”  Walker  sa id.  “Before 
they leave,  they take a  book home from 
of f  the book table.” 
The s tudents  p ick out  what  book they 
want  to  read before the event  s tarts  and 
then the chi ldren get  to  pick a  book  to 
take home. 
Junior  Haylee Engelhardt ,  was  a l so 
enjoying her  f i r s t  l i teracy night  decided 
to  read “Llama Llamma mad at  Mama,” 
unt i l  she agreed to  read “Bul ldozers”  to 
2-year-old Jethro Mil ler. 
“Sometimes the chi ldren want  to  book 
shop,  but  they don’t  know what  book 
they want  to  take home,” Walker  sa id. 
“So they g rab a  couple  f rom the table 
and take i t  to  a  reader  and ask them to 
read i t  to  them just  to  make sure that  i t 
i s  the one that  they want .”
A n o t h e r  Ju n i o r,  C a s s i d i  L a r a m o r e , 
d e c i d e d  t o  r e a d  “ W h e n  S p r i n g 
C o m e s ”  t o  c h i l d r e n  f o r  h e r  f i r s t  Fa m -
i l y  L i t e r a c y  N i g h t . 
“ I t ’s  g rea t , ”  Laramore  sa id .  “ I t ’s 
been  a  l o t  o f  fun .” 
Walker  sa id that 
when the program 
f ir s t  s tar ted 11 years 
ago,  only  one or  two 
people  showed up. 
Now, the event  at -
tracts  around 20 peo-
ple  on average. 
“I t ’s  rea l ly  a  low 
key and comfortable 
event .  We have lots 
of  fami l ies  who once 
they s tart  coming, 
they come al l  the t ime,”  Walker  sa id. 
“We have one now that  he was  s ix-weeks-
old when he f i r s t  came and now he’s  in 
second grade.”
T h e  eve n t  i s  s p o n s o re d  i n  p a r t  by 
t h e  D i ve r s i t y  a n d  E q u i t y  C e n t e r  a t 
C W U.  A c c o rd i n g  t o  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r 
K at r i n a  W h i t n ey,  t h e  eve n t  h a s  b e e n 
a  c o l l a b o r a t i ve  e f f o r t  w i t h  t h e  e d u -
c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s 
p ro g r a m  i n  W h i t n ey ’s  o p i n i o n  i s  t o 
p rov i d e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o 
r e a d  t o  k i d s ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n c re a s i n g  t h e 
d e s i r e  f o r  k i d s  t o  l e a r n  a n d  t o  w a n t  t o 
r e a d .  T h i s  i s  a n  eve n t  t h a t  i s  o p e n  t o 
eve r yo n e,  n o t  j u s t  p e o p l e  t h a t  a re  a s -
s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  u n i ve r s i t y. 
“This  g ives  them [people]  an opportu-
ni ty  to  fee l  inc luded in our campus com-
munity,”  Whitney sa id.
Two-year-old Jethro Miller points something out in “Bulldozers” to junior 
Haylee Engelhardt.
Jack Belcher/The Observer
Junior Cassidi Laramore reads “When Spring Comes” at Family Literacy Night in 
the Brooks Library. The next event takes place on May 8.
Jack Belcher/The Observer
”
“It’s really a low key and comfortable event. We have lots of  families who once they 
start coming, they come all the time. 
-Dr. Sharryn Walker, Associate Professor
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By Mathilde Angeledei
Staff Reporter
C l a i r e - A n n e 
Grepo was elected 
Vice President for 
Academic Aff airs 
on April 18. She is 
a sophomore pur-
suing a Russian 
and political science 
double major.
Grepo will take 
offi  ce in Fall 2018 
and replace Edith 
Rojas, who will be-
come the ASCWU president. The polling 
results show that Grepo was elected with 
nearly 65 percent of  the vote, totaling 753 
votes.
According to the CWU website, the 
offi  ce of  Academic 
Aff airs is a resource 
for students who have 
ideas, issues, and con-
cerns regarding aca-
demic departments. 
The VP attends Facul-
ty Senate meetings in 
order to represent on 
the behalf  of  ASCWU 
and the student body. 
The VP also has to meet the Provost on a 
monthly basis in order to communicate any 
issues at hand.
Grepo has a lot of  projects and 
motivations.
“I want to start things right away. I feel 
like I want get things going and ruling. I’m 
currently working at CWUHype, I’m a 
street team coordinator, I love that job but 
I want to bring my skills to Academic Af-
fairs,” Grepo said.
Even if  she cannot start her position 
now, Grepo is meeting the people of  the of-
fi ce, learning about the job and introducing 
herself. She wants to be ready for the fi rst 
day and do all the “baby steps” ahead of  
when she takes offi  ce.
“I want to do more than that is in the 
paper,” Grepo said.
One of  her major goals is to grow the 
Student Academic Senate.
“The Senate has one person from each 
department representing that department 
but there are only 20 students senators from 
52 departments and that a big issue. I want 
to get students to join Academic Aff airs. It is 
something I don’t want to give up on because 
when I say ‘I want students to be heard,’ the 
Student Academic Senate is a strong way [to 
accomplish that],” Grepo said.
Edgar Marchan, a sophomore stu-
dent in the aviation 
management major, 
was the photographer 
of  Grepo during her 
campaign and also a 
strong support.
“A big reason I sup-
ported her was that she 
was passionate about 
what she was saying. 
I agreed with a lot of  
what she said such as the fact that we should 
use the leftover money to create a scholar-
ship for deserving students,” Marchan said.
Edith Rojas, who is currently the VP 
of  Academic Aff airs, has given her ap-
proval to Grepo. 
“She is honestly great for the position. 
She has a great bubbly energy that some of  
the students of  Student Academic Senate 
just can’t stop talking about. What I wish 
for her the most is success,” Rojas said. 
C  atulati s
Left to right: Holly Fleshman - Mary Lonowski Memorial Award; 
Kyle Hanis - Student Employee of the Year; 
Meghan Johnson - Mary Lonowski Memorial Award; 
Jeffrey MacMillan - Student Supervisor of the Year
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By Nick Tucker
Staff Reporter
Signs and 
posters have been 
posted through-
out campus over 
the past two 
months for stu-
dents running in 
the 2018 ASCWU 
elections. The re-
sults were called 
on April 18 and 
one new incom-
ing member of  the 
CWU student government is Executive 
Vice President-Elect Kane Lemasters.
The Executive Vice President’s 
main job is to manage both the AS-
CWU budget and finances, as well 
as manage staff  
members. They 
must update the 
budget internal-
ly and inform 
the public of  
those changes. 
Lemasters wants 
to focus on the 
relationship be-
tween the public 
and ASCWU.
“One of  the main roles of  the 
Executive VP is maintaining those 
finances in a way that is open and 
transparent in a way that any student 
can ask or see what we’re doing,” 
Lemasters said.
Lemasters has worked with his 
predecessor, Alex Horning, the cur-
rent executive vice president, and has 
made a great effort to get to know 
the office staff  as well as the position 
so that the transition of  leadership is 
smooth and effective. 
However, Lemasters is well aware 
of  the challenges he will face in the 
upcoming term.
“In the handling of  money, there 
is responsibility,”  Lemasters said. 
“Anyone managing that much money 
has a major responsibility.”
ASCWU President-Elect Edith 
Rojas has confidence that Lemasters 
will be able to handle this responsi-
bility and serve the students well.
“He is very personable and easy 
going,” Rojas said. “He has the work 
and people skills needed for this po-
sition. I don’t doubt he will be just as 
great in this new position.” 
Rojas speaks from experience, hav-
ing worked with Le-
masters in the past as 
an orientation leader 
during the summer 
last year.
“That being his 
fi rst year, Kane real-
ly worked hard and 
learned quickly how to 
be a great orientation 
leader,”  Rojas said.
The ASCWU Of-
fice of  the Executive Vice President 
is a very important position in the 
student government, and with the 
support of  his fellow elected student 
officials, Lemasters is optimistic he 
will have a successful term.
“I am excited to get into this,” 
Lemasters said. “I look forward to 
serving my students.”
VP elect ready for office VP focused on transparency
”
“A big reason I supported her was that she was passionate about what she was saying. 
-Edgar Marchan, Grepo supporter ”
“He has the work and people skills needed for this position. I don’t doubt he will be just as great in this new position. 
-Edith Rojas, ASCWU President Elect
Courtesy of CWU Publicity 
Center
Courtesy of CWU Publicity 
Center
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Most “comic-booky”  movie of  the year
By Will Schorno
Staff Reporter
The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU) is over a de-
cade old now and is constantly 
evolving. The latest movie in 
the MCU, “Avengers: Infi nity 
War” follows every single char-
acter in the MCU thus far and 
does just about as good as a job 
as I could ask for.
The movie is overflow-
ing with action and conflict 
from the get-go and does a 
fantastic job at managing all 
the subplots. 
It can, at times, be over-
stimulating as the story is al-
ways moving forward at a rapid 
pace. There is no sequence in 
the movie where all the heroes 
in the MCU are displayed in 
the same setting. 
Instead, the protagonists are 
split into groups that you follow 
throughout the fi lm. The char-
acters in said groups are paired 
up perfectly as well. Dr. Strange 
and Tony Stark butt heads in 
their groups frequently because 
they are in a lot of  ways the 
same person, while Spider-Man 
and Star-Lord confl ict over pop 
culture references.
The best aspect of  “Infi nity 
War” is that all the characters 
serve a purpose. There were 
no characters who didn’t help 
in some way to contribute to 
the story. I do have some gripes 
about how the character of  
Star-Lord was handled. When 
most MCU fans have seen “In-
fi nity War,” Star-Lord will be 
the most hated character in the 
MCU by a long shot. 
It’s not that Chris Pratt does 
a bad job of  portraying him, 
quite the opposite, but Star-
Lord makes the biggest mistake 
any character in all 10 years 
of  MCU has ever made. He is 
absolutely bitch-made after this 
movie and it will be diffi  cult for 
the screen writers in “Infi nity 
War: Part 2” to make him like-
able again.
Now, let’s talk about Tha-
nos. Thanos is a welcome sight 
in the MCU as most villains 
portrayed take a back seat for 
the heroes to shine. Not in “In-
fi nity War.” 
While the heroes are por-
trayed wonderfully, Thanos is 
the best kind of  villain; he be-
lieves what he is doing is right. 
He is also emotional, empathet-
ic, and still very evil.
This movie can be consid-
ered Thanos’, as most of  the 
plot revolves around his actions 
and he sets the tone for every 
fi ght. Thanos is the most pow-
erful MCU villain by far and 
“Infi nity War” does an excel-
lent job at portraying that. He 
throws around Iron Man like 
he’s a hacky sack and can 
beat up Hulk with ease.
The special eff ects in 
“Infi nity War” are top-
notch. The CGI in the 
movie is as good as it 
gets from Thanos’ shaved 
beard stubbles and hu-
man-like facial expres-
sions to Spider-Man’s new 
and improved suit. There 
wasn’t a moment in the movie 
where I thought the scenery 
could have been better gener-
ated or I wanted the special ef-
fects to look more realistic.
“Infi nity War” is the most 
comic-booky movie I have ever 
seen. Every character is as ac-
curate to the source material as 
possible. Besides Star-Lord, he 
sucks. The comedic dialogue, 
including every one-liner, is 
welcome in such a chaotic mess 
of  a confl ict and it doesn’t get 
overdone. Nobody should be 
going into this movie with a 
predicted outcome in mind; 
this movie is not afraid of  get-
ting ballsy and will go places 
you do not expect it to go.
”
“The movie is overfl owing with action and confl ict from the get-go and does a fan-tastic job at managing all 
the subplots
-Will Schorno, Staff Reporter
Juliane Luna for The Observer
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Past
Photos courtesy of CWU Archives and Special Collections
7Award-winning photojournalist, former CWU professor and photographer John Foster passed 
away on Friday, April 6. Foster was known for his nearly 30 years of  work for CWU and the Ellens-
burg Rodeo. He served on the Ellensburg Rodeo Board as director for 10 years and founded the 
CWU Rodeo Club, of  which he was an advisor. 
Foster’s experience in newsprint and photography was noted as valu-
able by The Observer and many institutions on campus and around the 
community. Foster, an Indiana native, received acclaim for his photogra-
phy at publications such as the Indianapolis News, The Greenfield Daily 
Reporter, The Hancock Journal, The Indiana Associated Press and Life 
Magazine. 
Throughout the 60s and well into the 80s, Foster used his camera as 
his primary tool to document the changing identity that once was the the 
Central Washington State College and the students surrounding it. The 
campus and culture were changing back then, and Foster was there to document a good portion of  
it. Students, such as Darla Hill, a 1991 graduate in print journalism, describe a fun, astute professor 
that had just as much humor as he did guidance. 
“He was funny. I think that’s something that everybody says about him,” Hill said. “I soon found 
out that he [also] really knew the craft of  writing and knew how to teach it well.”
CWU Photojournalist, 87, passes. But his photos live on.
Legacy.com
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War at Home rages over airwaves
By Taylor Papadakis
Staff Reporter
With her vibrant red hair 
and reserved persona, Easton 
Benson can be described as in-
telligent, determined, infl uen-
tial, and a doppelganger to the 
mermaid Ariel. 
Benson is an avid reader, an 
advocate for the Diversity and 
Equity Center, and an actress. 
Now, Benson can add “play 
writer” to her resume. 
On April 26, “War at 
Home,” a radio drama based 
on the lives of  the Tuskegee Air-
men, the fi rst all-black squad-
ron, debuted.
Benson has had the idea to 
write a radio drama based on 
the highly decorated group of  
historic African-Americans in 
summer 2017. 
Benson wanted the main fo-
cus of  the play to be about the 
treatment of  soldiers in combat 
once they arrived back into ci-
vilian life. 
In order to make her play 
as accurate as possible, Benson 
spent weeks researching World 
War II and the events within 
“War at Home” as well as trying 
to envision the life of  a soldier 
from the greatest generation.
“The idea of  soldiers with 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) has evolved through the 
history of  war. I found all these 
amazing stories that just had to 
be told,” Benson said when de-
scribing her research. 
The radio play discusses and 
exposes the realities of  war, con-
fl ict, and combat through three 
characters. One character is a 
Tuskegee aviator, another is a 
modern day soldier from Af-
ghanistan battling PTSD, and 
the third is a Japanese-Ameri-
can nurse from Vietnam. 
The play was made to show 
the true eff ects of  racism, war-
fare, and class structure that 
represent the diff erent mental 
and social struggles soldiers bat-
tle when they arrive back home. 
Benson’s drama was inspired 
by her grandparents and immedi-
ate loved ones who have been af-
fected by the repercussions of  war. 
“I have always had an inter-
est and heart for military, com-
bat, and confl ict and how those 
things that aff ect people’s lives 
in ways society doesn’t always 
address,” Benson said on open-
ing night. 
The play was performed 
in the historic 420 building in 
downtown Ellensburg. Filled 
with students, friends, and vet-
erans, the play was impassioned 
with the truths of  mental illness 
surrounding how soldiers are 
treated once they’ve fought for 
their country, and how they are 
then shoved back into society 
with no help from the people 
around them. 
Benson says it’s not that 
loved ones and confi dantes ar-
en’t there to support and en-
courage returning soldiers, it’s 
that the eff ects of  war have 
transformed soldiers into who 
they weren’t before combat. 
The negative aftermaths of  
fi ghting for your country aren’t 
exemplifi ed like the ideas of  
traveling away from home or ex-
ploring unknown regions, when 
military recruits beg high school 
graduates to take a stand to rep-
resent their country and fi ght for 
their Constitutional freedoms. 
Nicholas Howe, one of  
CWU’s theatre department 
students was “super excited” as 
well to be a part of  the play. 
“Last night’s performance 
went phenomenal so I’m assuming 
tonight will be too,” Howe said. 
Christopher Jackson, anoth-
er student actor, plays a veter-
an from Afghanistan. Jackson 
took the role to be a part of  a 
story that addresses modern day 
struggles of  war. 
“I think the whole idea of  the 
play is fascinating and I knew al-
most immediately I wanted to 
be a part of  this production,” 
Jackson said. 
Both evenings, the play end-
ed with a round of  applause not 
just for the writing itself, and the 
reality of  war front confl ict sur-
rounding the play, but the way 
the actors and actresses who 
performed showed such emo-
tion and transparency. 
Benson, as well as those in 
attendance, couldn’t have been 
any prouder with the produc-
tion and to have a new outlook 
on the social, mental, and psy-
chological struggles soldiers 
have once returning home. 
By Will Schorno
Staff Reporter
The newest late-night 
restaurant on Third Avenue, 
Monster Melts, is located on the 
same street as Pita Pit and Hot 
Diggity Dog. However, Monster 
Melts separates itself  from the 
other restaurants because it’s 
open until 2 a.m.
Monster Melts has an up-
stairs lounge complete with 
board games and a TV to keep 
their consumers occupied. The 
restaurant has a friendly Seat-
tle-esque vibe to it with brick 
walls and paintings decorating 
the place from fl oor to ceiling. 
Their most popular meal, 
grilled cheese with soup, sticks 
with the theme of  comfort. The 
owner of  Monster Melts, Lori 
Poulter, who has experience in 
the Seattle bar scene, said the 
layout and spirit of  the place 
was designed with comfort in 
mind but employees come fi rst. 
“I operate my business by 
my employees. That’s how it 
works for me and having them 
understand and be able to feel 
and be the best that they can be 
because they’re the ones there 
doing the hardest part and that’s 
the most rewarding,” Poulter 
said. “We want everyone to feel 
at home here.” 
Poulter’s business model has 
been benefi cial. Since the open-
ing in October, there has only 
been one cited incident where 
someone has had to be told to 
leave the restaurant. Poulter’s 
means of  operating the business 
seems to make the employees 
happy, which transfers to the 
customers, which then minimiz-
es confl ict even after a long night 
with plenty of  drinks involved. 
“I think we’re really fortu-
nate to realize accountability 
because it’s so much easier in 
today’s day because people 
hold themselves accountable,” 
Poulter said. “It’s easy: you just 
be nice and give respect and it 
comes back to you.” 
Poulter’s attitude is not just 
hearsay, her employees follow 
the same model of  a tightly-knit 
restaurant staff . Kash Serock, 
who has been employed since 
the restaurant’s opening, echoed 
roughly what poulter explained 
in her business model. 
“[Lori Poulter] has our back 
I think more than anyone can 
comprehend,” Kash said. 
The future for Monster 
Melts includes an expanded sec-
ond fl oor with more tables and 
chairs to occupy more custom-
ers for a growing business.
Late night eats  for  a  monster  appetite
Monster Melts, a local bustro in the downtown area is known for their sandwiches, soup, and coff ee. The sandwiches are prepared and made daily and the business is open until late night daily to cater to students. 
Jack Lambert/The Observer
Actors from the War at Home read lines on Thursday, April 26 downtown.
Xander Fu/The Observer
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According to head coach Kev-
in Adkisson, individuals are what 
makes up the track team, but the 
combination of  all the individu-
als into one team effort is what 
makes the Outdoor Champion-
ships a big part of  the season.
“That’s where the team focus 
side is,” Adkisson said. “You’ve 
obviously got a lot of  good indi-
viduals… that’s why we always 
wanna go to conference and get 
that combination of  all these 
great individual performances.”
Adkisson added that the con-
clusion to this season gives some 
top athletes that are already 
qualified for the NCAA Nation-
al Championships a chance to 
leave a lasting legacy at CWU.
“Records come and go, but 
All-American placings at na-
tionals… that’s something that 
stays on the record book forev-
er,” Adkisson said. “Say, Kodiak 
Landis in the decathlon, a top 
three potential finisher, or Alexa 
[Shindruk], an All-American 
placing in the 10k.”
Landis and Shindruk are two 
CWU Track and Field athletes 
that have already qualified for the 
NCAA National Championships 
and are looking to make a big im-
pact on the team in the GNAC 
Outdoor Championships.
Kodiak Landis
An athlete to watch out for 
on the CWU Men’s Track and 
Field team is Kodiak Landis. A 
decathlete, Landis has been on 
many headlines and has made 
an impact on the CWU record 
books this season. 
Three times this year Landis 
has received GNAC Field Ath-
lete of  the Week. Landis earned 
his latest Athlete of  the Week 
at the Bryan Clay Invitational 
on April 18 in Azusa, Califor-
nia. In this event he moved up 
to third overall on the GNAC 
All-Time List and also set a new 
CWU record in the decathlon, 
with a score of  7,187. 
Landis, a probable automatic 
qualifier for the NCAA National 
Championships, also holds the 
CWU record for pole vault, is 
sixth all-time in the GNAC in the 
400 meter, and is tenth all-time 
in the GNAC in the long jump.
“Finding rhythm, finding 
pop, being more explosive in 
all my events. This is the time 
where we pick up that speed 
and we pick up that explosive-
ness,” Landis said, in regards to 
the season coming to a close.
Landis said he is excited for 
the meet, and it’s the most fun 
part of  the season for him.
Landis is also looking forward 
to seeing the Women’s team 
compete for CWU.
“I’m really excited to see how 
our Women’s team will stack up 
coming off that tie for first in In-
doors. It would be really nice to 
see us have that title outright,” 
Landis said. “And then for the 
guys team, I think we can actu-
ally do a lot more than people 
predict this year.”
Alexa Shindruk
On the CWU Women’s Track 
and Field team, a big name to 
keep an eye on is Alexa Shin-
druk. The junior is a distance 
runner and will compete in the 
5,000 meters and 10,000 meters.
Earlier this season, at the Mt. 
SAC Relays in Torrance, Cal-
ifornia, Shindruk bested her 
own school record in the 10,000 
meters by over a minute. Her 
previous record was 35 minutes 
and 58.99 seconds.
Her new time of  34 minutes, 
57.08 seconds was good enough 
to put her at seventh 
fastest all-time in the 
GNAC for the 10k.
Shindruk is sitting in a 
prime position to qualify 
for the NCAA Nation-
al Championships, but 
also understands the im-
portance of  representing 
CWU in the GNAC Out-
door Championships.
“Trying to help all our team-
mates to come along so we can 
all score and contribute is im-
portant,” Shindruk said.
Shindruk is helping her team-
mates by “pacing” them, which 
is the act of  leading them in 
a distance run in order to es-
tablish their own competitive 
speed. Last Saturday, at a track 
meet at Western Washington 
University, Shindruk paced a 
teammate and helped her set 
a new personal record in the 
5,000 meters.
With no female distance run-
ners in their senior year this year, 
Shindruk knows the role she 
plays as being a leader for young-
er distance runners on the team. 
“I have to step into that role 
of  trying to lead people and 
work together with them,” 
Shindruk said.
Shindruk brought up the 
recent success that the CWU 
Track and Field team has been 
having, and how that has had 
a big impact on the communi-
ty, school, and even the team’s 
future. The Women’s team tied 
for first earlier this season in the 
GNAC Indoor Championships, 
and CWU is also adding a new 
track facility that will allow the 
team to host home meets.
“I think as a whole it’s not 
well-known… but the success 
that we’ve been having in years 
past has helped that,” Shin-
druk said. “It has also helped in 
terms of  recruiting more talent-
ed individuals… success breeds 
success.”
Athletes set sights on GNAC Championships
Kodiak Landis top, Alexa Shindruk bottom. Both are expected to do well at the GNAC Outdoor Championships this season.
Courtesy of CWU Athletics
”
“
-Kevin Adkisson, head coach
Records come and go, but 
All-American placings at na-
tionals... That’s something 
that stays on the record book 
forever. 
“GNAC” from page #1
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Reach new heights at Vantage
By Micah Chen
Staff Reporter
The annual CWU rock climb-
ing trip by OPR is happening 
this spring quarter. The climb-
ing will take place at Vantage. 
According to the LemkeClimbs.
com, Vantage Rock boasts over 
700 unique routes.
LemkeClimbs.com also stated 
that Vantage Rock was carved 
out by erosion during the ice 
age. When the Lake Missoula 
floods hit, it carved out what we 
see today, and now it is used as a 
rock-climbing destination. 
Climbing a rock in nature is dif-
ferent from the indoor wall in the 
CWU Recreation Center. Climb-
ing leader Melissa Robertson was 
able to break down the differences 
between the two styles.
“The climbing that we do for 
our trip is sport climbing,” Rob-
ertson said. “Sport climbing has 
bolts on the outdoor wall, so you’re 
putting the ropes up as you go. It 
does have grip holders on the wall, 
so that would be the same as it is 
on the Rec Center wall.”
The Vantage Rock is divided 
into three different areas. Accord-
ing to LemkeClimbs.com, they 
are known as the Feathers, Sun-
shine Wall, and the Middle East 
Wall. All three parts of  the wall 
feature their unique characteris-
tics. 
The Sunshine Wall is the go-to 
in the winter, as it faces the sun 
and therefore is much warmer 
than the other two areas. It also 
is protected from wind, which can 
be an issue during spring months. 
The Feather area lives up to 
its name as it possesses the low-
est intensity routes. It is most 
suitable for beginning climbers. 
The Middle East Wall acts in 
opposite fashion to the Sunshine 
Wall. There is plenty of  shade 
on this route to protect you from 
summer conditions.
With all these characteristics, 
Robertson continues to lead teams 
back to Vantage year after year.
“It’s very convenient, only 35 
minutes away, and has plenty of  
climbing options,” Robertson 
said. “A lot of  other climbing 
places have their climbs located 
miles apart, but here at Vantage 
they’re right next to each other.”
Climbing participant Kenon 
Jeffers gave his thoughts on why 
he keeps coming back for the 
climbing adventure.
“It’s good to get outside, espe-
cially with the weather like it is 
right now,” Jeffers said. I person-
ally find it more interesting than 
climbing in the gym.
Vantage Rock is aligned with 
man-made steel rope hangers. 
This is necessary for belaying 
climbers. Indoor climbing walls 
have steel rope hangers inserted al-
ready, but they are not organically 
made in nature. CWU staff have 
aligned Vantage Rock with steel 
hangers to ensure safe climbing. 
No previous experience is 
required, as Vantage Rock 
has plenty of  route options for 
beginners and veterans alike. 
Even if  you don’t feel the need 
to climb all minutes of  the trip, 
there are plenty of  other na-
ture-driven options in this area.
“If  you don’t feel like climbing 
is for you, there’s lots of  nature 
in the surrounding area, lots of  
sunshine, and plenty of  friends 
to talk to,” Robertson said. 
The Vantage Rock climb 
takes place on two different 
dates, May 5 and 20. The event 
runs on both days from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. According to trick co-
ordinator Robertson, anyone is 
welcome to participate in both 
rock climbs. 
The Vantage Rock Climb will 
take place 30 miles east of  El-
lensburg in Vantage, Washing-
ton. The cost is $35 per session 
for CWU students, and $42 for 
non-CWU students. 
Top Rope Belay Certification 
has been highly recommended 
by the OPR staff, which you can 
schedule with the Recreation 
Center. Robertson emphasized 
to wear attire that you can move 
around well in, as that is part of  
the nature of  rock climbing.
If  you’re feeling a little intim-
idated to go on a rock climbing 
adventure, trip participant An-
gus Brookes had words on his 
climbing experience.
“Just about every new climber 
that’s come on this trip has en-
joyed it,” Brookes said. “We’ve 
had climbers come back on 
these trips, as well as join us of-
ten on the Rec Center wall.” 
Athletics 
Review
Baseball
@ WOU
1-3 (24-22)
The Wildcats hit the road 
to face off against Western 
Oregon University in what was 
a four-game series this past 
weekend, April 28-29. The 
Wolverines got the best of  the 
Wildcats, winning games one, 
three and four by scores of  
6-14, 5-8 and 3-4.The Wildcats 
lone win in the series came in 
game two with a score of  5-3. 
With one more series of  games 
left in the regular season, the 
Wildcats will look to prepare for 
their final four game series on 
the road against Montana State 
Billings University this Thurs-
day and Friday, May 3-4.   
Softball
@ SMU
4-0 (31-14)
The Wildcats traveled to 
Lacey, Washington to face off 
against Saint Martin’s Univer-
sity for a four game series this 
past weekend, April 28-29. Al-
ready sitting at first place in the 
GNAC, the Wildcats were able 
to pull off the sweep against 
SMU by scores of  11-6, 10-7, 
5-4 and 5-3. In what was their 
final series of  the regular sea-
son, the Wildcats are looking to 
prepare for the GNAC tourna-
ment, which will officially begin 
Thursday, May 3 in Portland, 
Oregon.
A CWU student can be seen climbing a part of  Vantage Rock.  
Courtesy of OPR
By Austin Lane
Staff Reporter
It’s no question anymore; 
L e B r o n 
James is the 
greatest bas-
ketball player 
of  alltime.
The thing 
that pushes 
LeBron over 
Michael Jor-
dan as the 
best NBA 
player in history 
is the talent surrounding each 
player on their respective teams, 
and what they did specifically in 
regards to that talent either be-
ing there, or not being there.
Let’s compare their careers. For 
LeBron, through 15 seasons, he 
has made the playoffs 13 times. 
All in a row after missing the play-
offs his first two seasons. He’s a 14-
time all-star, three-time NBA Fi-
nals Champion, four-time MVP, 
and three-time Finals MVP.
Jordan played 15 seasons, 
and made the playoffs 13 times 
as well. Where LeBron missed 
the first two years of  his career, 
Jordan missed the playoffs in his 
final two years with the Wizards. 
He’s a 14 time all-star, six-time 
NBA Finals Champion, five-time 
MVP, and six-time Finals MVP.
The biggest argument for Jor-
dan being a better player overall 
is the amount of  Finals rings he 
had over his career. Jordan has 
more rings because competition 
when he played was easier to 
overcome. For LeBron, playing 
in today’s NBA is why he doesn’t 
have as many rings.
Jordan played and won his 
Finals rings all between 1991-
1998, a time in the NBA where 
the league was weak, soft, and 
full of  expansion teams.
LeBron has had to deal with 
playing on a horrible 2006-2010 
Cleveland team, having to play 
the San Antonio Spurs of  the 
early 2010’s, and also found a 
way to come back down 3-1 in 
the Finals and beat what many 
consider to be the greatest bas-
ketball team of  all time, the 
2015 Golden State Warriors.
Outside of  team ability and po-
tential for either player, personal 
career stats play a big role as well. 
For LeBron, who shows no sign 
of  retiring in the next year or two, 
stats that he has already surpassed 
Jordan in will continue to grow.
By the time his career is over, 
LeBron will be above Jordan in ca-
reer points scored, all-star games, 
playoffs reached, NBA Finals 
reached, Olympic medals, overall 
record, rebounds per game, assists 
per game, and total triple-doubles.
The numbers add up; at this 
point in his career, LeBron James 
has already passed Michael Jor-
dan as the greatest NBA player 
of  all-time. For LeBron to even 
make it to the second round of  
this year’s playoffs with the way 
the rest of  Cleveland is playing 
is a big milestone. If  Cleveland 
wins this year’s NBA Finals, I 
hope it will be a unanimous deci-
sion. LeBron James is the GOAT.
Opinion: LeBron James is the GOAT
Courtesy of Wiki Commons
Austin Lane
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Softball gears up for GNAC tournament  
By Rachel Greve
Staff Reporter
The CWU Women’s softball 
team is headed to the GNAC tour-
nament this weekend sitting in the 
second seed position. The Wildcats 
will head to Concordia University 
in Portland, Oregon this weekend 
where they will play for a chance at 
a super-regional berth.  
With a four-game sweep over 
Saint Martin University (SMU), 
the Wildcats are GNAC champs 
for the third straight year in a row. 
The Wildcats came out strong 
last weekend, hosting the fi rst 
half  of  the four-game series in 
Ellensburg with an 11-6 and 
10-7 victory over the Saints with 
sophomore 
Kylie Swee-
ney securing 
her fi rst win 
of  the sea-
son on the 
mound. 
On Sun-
day, the 
W i l d c a t s 
and Saints 
headed west 
for the fi nal two games of  the 
series and regular season where 
the Wildcats were able to secure 
two more wins from the Saints, 
knocking them out of  playoff 
contention with a 5-4 and 5-3 
victories. 
Freshmen pitcher Lexie 
Strasser was able to get her 18th 
win of  the season in the fi rst 
contest on Sunday while fresh-
man infi elder Alycia Bannan 
came in with a pinch-hit three-
run home run, leading the Wild-
cats to their fi nal score of  5-4.
With nine conference los-
es, three of  those coming from 
the co-conference campions 
Northwest Nazarene University 
(NNU), the Wildcats are hoping 
to face the Nighthawks in the 
tournament and to earn the win 
they rightfully deserve. 
“I think if  we are able to play 
[NNU] again we will be way 
better than when we played 
them earlier in the season,” se-
nior outfi elder Celine Fowler 
said. “We know what to expect 
from them 
this time 
and we are 
ready to 
take them 
on.”
Fowler, 
a four-year 
starter for 
the Wild-
cats, has a 
.279 bat-
ting average and .309 slugging 
percentage. 
With Fowler in the outfi eld and 
sophomore Taylor Williams on 
the mound, the team is looking 
strong at the end of  the season. 
“I am confi dent in this team. I 
really think they have the ability 
to take the GNAC title,” head 
coach Mike Larabee said. 
Williams, who was honored as 
GNAC Pitcher of  the Week last 
week, said she is fi nally getting to 
where she needs to be mentally 
and couldn’t be happier that she is 
peaking at this time of  the season. 
“It’s really a mental game and I 
was in my head a lot at the begin-
ning of  the season,” Williams said. 
It wasn’t until Williams didn’t 
make the travel team to one of  
the team’s tournaments in Las 
Vegas, Nevada that Williams re-
alized she wanted to be out on 
the fi eld with her team. 
The Wildcats leave for Port-
land this week and look to take 
on Simon Fraser University at 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday in the 
fi rst round of  the GNAC tour-
nament. The tournament is a 
double elimination. 
The Wildcats lost to Western 
Oregon University last year in 
game fi ve to send them home. 
 
”
“I am confi dent in this team. I really think they have the abili-ty to take the GNAC title.
-Mike Larabee, head coach
Theresa Moyle makes a swing in a game against Western Oregon University.
Xander Fu/The Observer
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What to 
do in the 
‘Burg this 
week:
Clues
Sports Commentary
-- Tear me o  and 
bring me with you 
this week! --
Across
3. The athletic conference CWU competes in
4. This CWU pavillion is named after a CWU Men's 
Basketball head coach
5. The ____ Cup is given to the hockey team that 
wins the playoffs
8. The name of the last horse to win the Triple 
Crown in 2015 (as two words)
10. This derby is the fi rst of the three horse races 
to be considered for the Triple Crown, and is this 
weekend.
Down
1. The name of the CWU mascot
2. This Seattle rubgy team has former CWU Men's 
Rugby players on their roster
6. CWU ____ Night is an upcoming event put on by 
the CWU Alumni Association at Safeco Field
7. The CWU fooball head coach is ____ Shoe-
maker
9. ____ Williams threw a no-hitter on April 22
Keep in Touch
Sugar Thai Cuisine
Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9:30pm
Sun. Noon - 9pm
10% Off Any Purchase Sugar Thai Cuisine
(509).933.4224 • Fax (509).933.4288
306 N Pine St, Ellensburg, WA 98926
The Best of Thai Food
May 4-
CWUp Late: Star Wars 
Trivia, 8-9 p.m. in the 
SURC  eatre. Free. 
May 4-
CWUp Late: "Star 
Wars:  e Last Jedi," 
10 p.m. in the SURC 
 eatre. Free.
May 7-11- 
Drop in Disc Golf, Ul-
timate Frizbee, Whi  e 
Ball, 3-6 p.m. at the 
CWU Alder Play elds. 
May 7-
Monday Movie Mad-
ness: "Wonder," 7 & 
9:30 in the SURC 
 eatre. Free w/stu-
dent ID, $3 general 
admission
May 8-
WSELP: Identity and 
Stereotypes, 3:30-5 
p.m. in SURC 137. 
Gain tools on how to 
interact with diverse 
groups of people. Free.
May 9-
What Employers Want, 
4-5 p.m. in SURC 140. 
Learn what you can 
o er employers, create 
a personal introduc-
tion and work a career 
fair. Free.
@CWUObserver
@CWU_Observer
/ CWU Observer
Email Letters to the Editor to: 
editor@cwuobserver.com
Seattle Mariners Seattle Seahawks
Austin Lane, Staff Reporter Matt Escamilla, Staff Reporter
 e Seattle Mar-
iners ended April 
with a 16-11 overall 
record, which was 
good enough to 
 nish a half game 
above the Los 
Angeles Angels for 
second place in the 
AL West.
What seems to be 
the case though is a 
majority of fans are 
more focused on the 
team’s o -the- eld 
decisions rather 
than their on-the-
 eld success.
 e decision by 
the Mariners to 
send down Guiller-
mo Heredia and let 
Ichiro stay on the 
roster was a ba  ing 
move to say the 
least. Heredia pro-
vides electricity, im-
pact and playmaker 
ability. Ichiro has 
reached the end of 
his career.
However, fans 
are taking the move 
to the absolute 
extreme.  e Mar-
iners still  nished 
 ve games over 
.500 and having 
Guillermo Heredia 
on the team would 
not have had an 
impact on that.
In this situation, 
General Manager 
Jerry Dipoto is not 
getting enough 
credit for what he 
has been able to 
put together on the 
team.
Dipoto managed 
to add a lead-o  
hitter, Dee Gordon, 
that can get on 
base, steal a base 
and open up the 
scoring early in any 
game. In 2016 Di-
poto also acquired 
Jean Segura and 
Mitch Haniger, two 
players that are 
making a huge im-
pact on our whole 
team’s production. 
Segura leads the 
team with nine 
doubles, and is tied 
with Haniger for 
the most hits on the 
team at 34. Haniger 
is tied for the most 
home runs in the 
MLB with 10, and 
leads the team with 
27 runs batted in.
 is is all while 
keeping the core 
3-4-5 of the lineup 
in Robinson Cano, 
Nelson Cruz and 
Kyle Seager. Cano 
and Cruz are also 
hitting over .300, 
and Kyle Seager 
 nally broke his 
April curse and had 
a big month, hitting 
four home runs and 
15 RBIs.
A er all the up-
roar over the move 
to keep Ichiro on the 
team, the Mariners 
did just  ne, and 
they will continue to 
play good into May.
Last year’s Seattle 
Seahawks identi-
ty did not match 
Coach Pete Carroll 
and general manag-
er John Schneider’s 
beliefs of what the 
team should’ve 
been. What caused 
this? Ever since 
the infamous 
play against New 
England in Super 
Bowl XLIX, the Se-
ahawks’ dra  picks 
have not  t into the 
role of having an of-
fense that runs the 
ball well and a hit-
you-in-the-mouth 
type of defense.
  e Seahawks 
acquired Jimmy 
Graham in 2015 
in an attempt to 
cure Seattle’s post 
Super Bowl-loss 
depression. If I 
were to have been a 
General Manager 
at the time, I would 
agree that getting 
Graham was a 
good trade when 
it happened, just 
like everybody else 
in Seattle believed. 
Fast forward to last 
weekends dra ; 
with the departure 
of Graham this 
o season the Sea-
hawks are making 
an obvious attempt 
at getting back to 
the team we all 
know and love. 
These picks 
below remind 
me of that team 
that everybody 
remembers.
- Round 1, No. 
27 Overall: RB 
Rashaad Penny, 
San Diego St.
Despite every-
body thinking this 
was a bad pick, 
I disagree. The 
Seahawks got the 
guy they wanted 
originally. Penny 
is a playmaker 
and stays healthy, 
something that the 
Hawks need. 
- Round 4, No. 
120 Overall: TE Will 
Dissly, Washington
The Seahawks 
may have finally 
gotten a guy who 
can block and 
catch as a tight 
end! As I’m think-
ing about it Dissly 
has a chance to 
be the next Zach 
Miller.
- Round 5, 
No.141 Overall: 
LB Shaquem Grif-
fin, UCF
Regardless of 
losing his hand, 
Griffin is a differ-
ence-maker. His 
speed and ability 
to create turnovers 
is what makes him 
special. I would 
not be surprised 
if he ends up 
starting next year 
at one point or 
another. 
Crossword of the Week
Down
1. The name of the CWU mascot
2. This Seattle rugby team has five former CWU men's 
rugby players on their roster
6. CWU ____ Night is an upcoming event put on by the 
CWU Alumni Association at Safeco Field
7. CWU head football coach is ____ Shoemaker
9. ____ Williams threw a no-hitter on April 22
Across
3. The athletic conference CWU competes in
4. This CWU Pavillion is named after a CWU Men's 
Basketball head coach
5. The ____ Cup is to  the hockey team that wins the 
playoffs
8. The name of the last horse to  win the Triple Crown in 
2015
10. This derby is the first o f the three horse races to  be 
considered for the triple crown, and is this weekend.
Complete the crossword below
Name:                                          
1
2
3
4
5
6 7
8
9
10
Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Crossword Puzzle Generator
The fi rst three people to @CWUObserver 
on Twitter taking a selfi e with their completed 
crossword will win a prize!
May 5-
3-on-3 basketball 
tournament hosted 
by CWU Women's 
Basketball. Register at 
wildcatsports.com
